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Our Motto: 



OUR PLATFORM 



America's Victory 
Is Italy s Freedom 




1. - The Italian- American Labor Council is the central body 
of all representatives of Italian-American organized workers af- 
filiated with bonafide labor organizations of America. 

2. - The aims of the Italian-American Labor Council are: 

(a) To coordinate all those allied activities which up- 
hold the solidarity of workers and which are in 
harmony with the fundamental principles and 
objectives of labor unionism. 

(b) To crystallize among the Italians the sentiment of 
devotion and loyalty to America by holding mass 
demonstrations intended to bring effective co- 
operation to the cause of victory. 

(c) To stimulate and coordinate the campaign among 
Italian workers for the purchase of War Bonds. 

(d) To stimulate the Italian-American workers to par- 
ticipate in the activities of Civilian Defense. 
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(e) 



(f) 



(h) 



Q) 



To carry on educational activities aimed to in- 
culcate in the minds of the workers the indispen- 
sability of victory for the safety of our nation, -the 
rights of labor, and the freedom of the world. 

To promote, coordinate and extend assistance to 
the Italian political refugees, victims of fascist 
reaction. 

To impress a clear understanding among the 
Italian-American organized workers of the extra- 
ordinary important role that labor shall be called 
upon to perform in the after-war period with the 

world's new reorganization, and to help in all 
movements which conform with the ideals ex- 
pressed by President Roosevelt and the American 
Labor movement. 

To protect and defend the Italians in America a- 
gainst unjust discriminations in accordance with 
the instructions issued by the U. S. Government. 



To inculcate the slogan: 
IS ITALY'S FREEDOM". 



AMERICA'S VICTORY 
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Annual Report of the 
Italian -American 
Labor Counci 



The following report includes a brief summary of the activi- 
ties developed by the Italian- American Labor Council, since its 
foundation, which officially took place on December 20th, 1941, 
— a few days after the attack on Pearl Harbor and the subse- 
quent declaration of war on America by the government of 
Mussolini and by the government of Hitler. 

First of all it would not be inopportune to recall that the 
Italian-American Labor Council arose at the moment when the 
Italian-American community was faced with the gravest and 
most profound bewilderment in all its history. Surprised and 
routed by events, the so-called vecchi prominenti coloniali (old- 
time colonial "big-shots") had practically abandoned the com- 
munity to its fate, to seek refuge in a sort of exclusive American 
isolationism, thus hoping that their nefarious work of Fascist 
propaganda among the Italian masses might be forgotten. 

The response which the Italian-American community gave 
to the Italian-American Labor Council was immediate and im- 
posing, for it was the Council which from its inception, assumed 
their defense and the task of guiding them along the straight 
road of American loyalty and democracy. 
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THE AIMS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN LABOR COUNCIL 

The aims of the Italian-American Labor Council were set 
forth in the program which was approved at the inaugural meet- 
ing on December 20th, 1941. 

These aims referred to the duty of helping America, morally 
and materially, in the war against her enemies; to the necessity 
of defending the Italo-Americans from every unjust discrimina- 
tion which would derive from the psychosis of war; to the ap- 
propiateness of popularly diffusing the motto: America's Victory 
is Italy's Freedom which the Italian-American Labor Council had 
assumed as its rallying slogan. ' 

The activities developed by the Italian-American Labor Coun- 
cil, since its foundation, prove that it has kept faith with its pro- 
gram and that it has fully honored the moral pledges it has 
assumed towards America and towards the Italo-Americans for 
the defense of the moral interests of the innocent Italian people. 

MEETINGS 

All the activities of the offices of the president, secretary 
and treasurer have been regularly subjected to the examination, 
to the discussion, and to the ratification of the Executive Com- 
mittee, which has regularly held its meetings, at the average of 
one a month. 

The general meetings of the Italian-American Labor Coun- 
cil were held on the following dates: December 20th, 1941; Jan- 
uary 10th, February 21st (luncheon meeting), April 25th, July 2nd 
(luncheon meeting) and September 18th, 1942. 

Thanks to the accurate selection of the topics on the agenda, 
of the resolutions prepared, of the discussions which were held 
and, in the case of the luncheons, of the guests invited, there was 
given to these meetings more than a character of ordinary ad- 
ministration; there was purposely given a tone of public interest 
and hence the Press always publicized them, to the great moral 
advantage and prestige of our institution. 

PUBLIC MANIFESTATIONS 

There were four principal public manifestations to which the 
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' Italian- American Labor Council attached its name. 

1st. Madison Square Garden: 

The first -' and the most imposing and memorable - was held 
a few days after the formation of the Council, that is, on January 
31, 1942, at Madison Square Garden in New York, with the title 
of "Freedom Rally". The 22,000 persons who participated in this 
rally gave to America the first clamorous proof of the loyalty of 
the halo-American workers. 

The principal speakers were the Hon. Fiorello H. La Guardia, 
Count Carlo Sforza, former Italian Foreign Minister, and our own 
Luigi Antonini and Giuseppe Catalanotti, respectively president 
and secretary of the Council. 

During this rally we handed to Mayor La Guardia a check 
for the sum of $20,000 destined for the American Red Cross. 

The rally was a great success also from the artistic point of 
view, thanks to a sketch and monologue entitled "Italy Speaks" 
by Arturo Giovannitti, and for the voluntary and gratuitous par- 
ticipation of the following artists: Norina Greco, Licia Albanese, 
Rose Marie Brancato, Bruna Castagna, Giovanni Martinelli, Nino 
Martini, Francesco Valentino, Nino Ruisi; all of whom were under 
the direction of Maestro Pietro Cimarra. Others who participated 
in the artistic program were Guy Lombardo and his Royal Cana- 
dians, the Chorus of the I. L. G. W. U. under the direction of 
Maestro Giuseppe Furgiuele, the pianist Grace Castagnetta and 
the violinist John Corigliano, New York Symphony Orchestra 
Concert Master. 



2nd. Garibaldi Commemoration: 

The Italian-American Labor Council participated with its 
name and by means of a speech delivered by its president, at 
a commemoration of Giuseppe Garibaldi which was held on June 
2nd, 1942 at Washington, D. C, at the initiative of the Washing- 
ton Chapter of the Mazzini Society. 

On that occasion, the Assistant Secretary of State, the Hon. 
Dean Acheson, made a speech of great significance for the future 
of the Italian people. He made a clear distinction between the 
innocent Italian people and the guilty Fascist government and 
he declared lhat the Atlantic Charter was completely applicable, 



8. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE I. A. L. COUNCIL 



both in letter and spirit, to Italy. 

Among the principal speakers were Count Carlo Sforza, Con- 
gressman Thomas D'Alessandro Jr., Alan Cranston, Max Ascoli, 
and Giuseppe Facci. 

In his speech the President of our Italian^American Labor 
Council was the first to set forth the idea that the country most 
ripe and ready to receive as liberators the soldiers of America 
was Italy - thereby practically suggesting the opening of a large 
front in the Mediterranean. Sforza, Antonini, Ascoli and Con- 
gressma Voorhis talked that same evening on a coast-to-coast 
broadcast (Columbia Broadcasting System). 

3rd. The Columbus Day Celebration: 

Another great manifestation, held exclusively under the aus- 
pices of the Italian- American Labor Council, Wqs held on Octob- 
er 12th at the Metropolitan Opera House in Ne w York, under the 
title of "Pan-American Celebration of the 450th Anniversary of 
the Discovery of America". This manifestation, a t the initiative 
of pur.. Council, was synchronized with other manifestations in 
South America, prepared by the friends of "Italia Libre" (Free 
Italy). 

The speakers at the Metropolitan Opera House were Govern- 
or -Lehman, Ass. Secretary of State the Hon. Adolf A. Berle, Jr., 
Mayor La Guardia, and our own Luigi Antonini and Giuseppe 
Gatalanotti. 

This manifestation was broadcast on the coast-to-coast net- 
work of the Mutual Broadcasting Company and of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, by the metropolitan radio stations WOR 
and WNYC, and by short wave to Europe through WRCA of the 
National Broadcasting Company; also to South America in Span- 
ish and Portuguese on a network especially prepared by the Co- 
ordinator of the Inter-American Affairs. 

President Roosevelt took part in this manifestation with the 
following message: 
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The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

October 6, 1942 
Dear Mr. Antonini: 

I am happy to greet the Italian-American Labor 
Council on this important anniversary and to add my 
message to those of the distinguished speakers on your 
program. The work that you and your compatriots in 
the "Italia Libre" organization in South America are do- 
ing is of vast importance to the war and to the cause of 
liberty and liberation. Your motto, "America's Victory is 
Italy's Freedom", is a plain, honest statement of the case 
of the democracies, for an American Victory will be a 
United Nations victory and a victory for oppressed and 
enslaved people everywhere. 

Our ancestors came to this western world from var- 
ious homelands for an opportunity to lead a fuller life. 
We have inherited both the opportunity and the realiza- 
tion. We fight now not only to retain this for ourselves 
but to achieve it for others. In unity we shall find the 
strength to win. 

Very Sincerely yours, 

(signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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The program was a superb success from the standpoint of 
historical commemoration, thanks to a special sketch written by 
Arturo Giovannitti entitled "The Vision of Columbus", and thanks 
to the artistic program in which there participated, under the 
baton of Maestro Wilfred Pellettier, the following artists; Josephine 
Tuminia, Helen Jepson, Kerstin Thorborg, Helen Olheim, Giovanni 
Martinelli, Nino Martini, Bruno Landi, Lieut. Arthur Kent, Nicola 
Moscona. 



There was also presented a famous Brazilian number with 
Elsie Houston. It was directed by Burle Marx. 

All those present rendered their services gratuitously. 

This same manifestation was concluded with a spectacular 
"March of Bonds" in which was subscribed the sum of $626,250.00 
It was immediately turned over to Colonel Richard C. Patterson, 
Jr., State Chairman War Saving Staff. 

The net profit of the celebration, which amounted to $4,000 
was donated to the U. S. O. The United Theatrical War Activities 
received $1,050.00 

4th. For a Peace of Justice to Italy: 

To crown ten months of activity which we had indefatigably 
unfolded to vindicate the innocence of the Italian people, and 
to have Italy considered as an occupied country, the Govern- 
ment of the United States, through one of its high representatives, 
our illustrious friend the Hon. Adolf A. Berle, Ass. Secretary of 
State, solemnly pledged itself, in a manifestation held on Novem- 
ber 14th, 1942, at the Commodore Hotel in New York City, to give 
Italy a peace of justice and not a punitive peace. 

The manifestation was organized by our Italian-American 
Labor Council together with the Mazzini Society. The Chairman 
was the President of our Council. The other speakers, besides 
the Hon. Berle, were Count Carlo Sforza, the writer Dorothy 
Thompson and Prof. Lionello Venturi of the Mazzini Society. 

The speeches were broadcast by short wave to Italy through 
the Office of War Information, and in the metropolitan area by 
local radio stations. 

Berle's speech was broadcast throughout the entire nation 
by the Mutual Broadcasting System. 

THE PROPAGANDA-LUNCHEON MEETINGS 

The first propaganda-luncheon meeting was held on Febru- 
ary 21, 1942, at Ricciardi's Venetian Garden Restaurant. 

Among those who spoke were Congressman Emanuel Celler, 
Judge Ferdinand Pecora, Luigi Antonini and Giuseppe Catala- 
notti. The principal aim of this meeting was both to intensify and 
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strengthen the campaign for the exemption of Italians from the 
category of enemy aliens and to call to the attention of the 
authorities and of public opinion the necessity of putting an end 
to every injustice and discrimination practiced against the Italian 
workers in the war industries. At the same time, the necessity of 
putting an end to the activities of a. few fifth columnists was also 
set forth. It was, moreover, asked that measures be taken against 
the defeatist work being done by such false and tortuous ele- 
ments as Domenico Trombetta and Luigi Criscuolo. 

Another very successful propaganda-luncheon meeting was 
held by the Italian-American Labor Council on July 2nd, 1942 at 
the Hotel Roosevelt in New York City. The principal speaker was 
the foreign correspondent Herbert Matthews, former Rome corres- 
pondent of the NEW YORK TIMES, who gave a verbal report of 
conditions in Italy, from where he had recently returned. 

At the same time, at the initiative of the President of our 
Council, there took place a sort of symposium on the necessity 
of exempting the Italians of America from the category of enemy 
aliens. Among the other speakers were Count Sforza, the Presi- 
dent of the City Council of New York, Newbold Morris, the cele- 
brated French lawyer Henry Torres, Congressman Louis Capoz- 
zoli, and Alan Cranston. 

The symposium also served as a useful protest against the 
lamentable situation existing in the Italian short wave section of 
the Office of War Information. 



THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE EXCLUSION 
OF THE ITALIANS FROM THE CATEGORY 
OF ENEMY ALIENS 

The best proof of friendship and of special consideration that 
America has given to the Italians, in this war, has been the de- 
cision to exempt the Italians from the category of Enemy Aliens; 
a decision announced, after having been approved by President 
Roosevelt on Columbus Day, in a speech made by Attorney- 
General Biddle at Carnegie Hall in New York City on October 
12th, 1942. 

This decision, the only one of its kind in the history of Ameri- 
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ca, has had an incalculable moral and political good effect 
not only upon the Italians - not yet citizens - residing in Ameri- 
ca, but upon all the Italo- Americans. It has also been beneficial 
for the Italian immigrants in the other countries of South America, 
as well as for the name of the entire Italian people. 

This measure, due principally to the profound democratic 
sentiments of President Roosevelt, and of his Attorney-General 
Francis Biddle, was, perhaps, also dictated by political-military 
considerations. It must be said in fairness to all that numerous 
personalities and institutions have contributed, at one time or 
another and in varying degrees, their moral support to the adop- 
tion of this proposal. 

Nevertheless no one can ever deny this historical truth: the 
first organization to formulate the proposal for the exoneration 
of the Italians from the category of Enemy Aliens, was our Italian- 
American Labor Council. In fact, the first resolution on this sub- 
ject, was presented by the President of our organization and en- 
thusiastically approved with unanimity, at the meeting in which 
the Italian-American Labor Council was officially constituted - 
December 20th, 1941. 

After that there was never a general assembly of the Italian- 
American Labor Council, never a public manifestation, never a 
speech made by one of its exponents, in which the request to 
take the Italians out of the category of Enemy Aliens, was not 
presented and agitated, in special resolutions or other such form. 

The proposal was brought personally to Washington by our 
president Luigi Antonini, in the name of the Italian-American 
Labor Council, and was discussed in special interviews first, with 
the director of the F. B. I., Edgar J. Hoover; then, with Ass. Attor- 
ney-General, James Rowe; later, with the director of the Enemy 
Alien Control, the Hon. Ennis; and at last, on June 16th, 1942, in 
a special interview with President Roosevelt. In all these inter- 
views, the Italian-American Labor Council was instrumental, first, 
in impeding the effectuation of the military order to evacuate the 
Italians from the Pacific coast, then, in impeding the extension of 
this same order to the Atlantic coast; later, in obtaining the abro- 
gation of the order itself; and finally, in obtaining the complete 
exemption of the Italians from the category of enemy aliens, in- 
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stead of the adoption of "loyalty boards" suggested, some time 
after the initiation of our agitation by the Mazzini Society. 

In this battle, the Italian-American Labor Council was aided 
by very influential personalities: Governor Lehman who ex- 
changed confidential letters with President Roosevelt, Mayor La 
Guardia, Lieut. Governor Poletti, Senators Wagner and Mead, 
Congressmen Celler, Capozzoli, D'Alessandro; William Green and 
Philip Murray who validly intervened in their respective capaci- 
ties as President of the American Federation of Labor and as 
President of the Congress of Industrial Organizations. Of val- 
uable aid were also numerous intelligent governmental func- 
tionaries, such as the Hon. Ugo Carusi, Ass. to Attorney-General 
Biddle, our friends Alan Cranston and Giuseppe Facci who were 
among the first to take to heart our cause; Counsellor -at-law 
Ernest Cuneo, several American newspapermen, especially 
Joseph Shaplen and A. Raskin of the NEW YORK TIMES, Paul 
Tobenkin and Frank Stevenson of the HERALD-TRIBUNE, Victor 
Riesel of the NEW YORK POST, the city editors of the Associated 
Press and of the United Press, who brought to the attention of 
millions of readers our activity and resolutions for the exemption 
of the Italians from the category of Enemy Aliens. Vast was the 
publicity given by the Italian language dailies of New York City 
to this campaign of the Italian-American Labor Council. These 
journals were almost always represented at our meetings by 
reporters and photographers. Numerous labor organizations, and 
the first among these were those affiliated with our Council, were 
of extraordinary usefulness with their resolutions which were ap- 
proved in favor of the Italians by their respective central organs 
and by their locals. 

Other Congressmen also participated in this campaign, such 
as Senator Green of Rhode Island and noteworthy was the con- 
tribution made by the American Labor Party of New York State, 
of its county organizations, especially those of Brooklyn and of 
the Bronx, of City Councilman Salvatore Ninfo and Louis P. Gold- 
berg and of Labor gubernatorial candidate Dean Alfange. 

Of great help were the resolutions passed in favor of our 
proposals by the Pan-American Congress of Free Italy held at 
Montevideo and by the speeches made at that Congress and on 



other occasions by Count Carlo Sforza. 

It is impossible to mention the names of all the persons and 
organizations who at one time or another raised their voices in 
our behalf. Nonetheless, no one can contest the fact that the 
campaign was initiated by the Italian- American Labor Council. 
Our organization can also cite to its credit the fact that it also 
suggested the recurrence of Columbus Day as the date most fitt- 
ing for the announcement of the decision; this suggestion was 
first made verbally by our President Antonini in an interview 
which he had with Elmer Davis, head of the Office of War In- 
formation, in July 1942, and later, in an official resolution directed 
to President Roosevelt, a resolution which was approved at the 
general assembly of our Italian-American Labor Council which 
was held on September 18, 1942. 

Undoubtedly, the measure would never have been taken if 
the" Italians of America had not merited it by their contribution 
of blood and work which they gave for the victory of America, 
with the loyalty which they showed during the course of the war, 
with the honors they earned by their purchases of War Bonds; 
— and of course, this measure would have been absolutely im- 
possible if America were not the profoundly democratic country 
that it is, and if we did not have a President sensitive to every 
humanitarian cause such as Franklin D. Roosevelt and as liberal 
an Attorney-General as is the Hon. Francis Biddle. 

In the exemption of the Italians from the category of Enemy 
Aliens we have hailed the first victory of the United States on 
the psychological war front, and in this sense we have sent our 
felicitations and our thanks' to the great Commander-in-Chief 
who made the measure possible. 



THE DEFENSE OF THE ITALIAN WORKERS 
AGAINST DISCRIMINATION 

The work of defense of the Italian workers against discrim- 
ination was resolutely initiated by our Italian-American Labor 
Council from its very foundation and it was developed along two 
plans: 
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1. The General Plan: 

This consisted in appeals to President Roosevelt, which had 
positive results of great importance such as the Executive Order 
which favored not only the maintaining of, but also the admission 
of Italian workers in the war industries. Numerous were the re- 
solutions which we sent to national and state legislators. No 
sooner did we ask, than the American Federation of Labor and 
the Congress of Industrial Organizations, promptly and effica- 
ciously gave us their support. In the task of placing Italian work- 
ers in the war industries, we collaborated for some time with 
the Mazzini Society in the administration of an appropriate office 
known as the. War Labor Advisory Service. 

2. Individual Plan 

This consisted primarily in the tireless work of individual 
assistance developed principally by the Executive Director, Vin- 
cenzo Bello, iwth a deep sense of duty. 

This work of individual ■ assistance for Italian workers, like 
the work which was efficaciously developed for the liberation 
from prison or from internment camps of numerous Italians, con- 
stitutes the subject of the following chapter. It should be noted 
that in this work of defense, all the Italians who deserved it were 
aided, without distinction of political tendency, with the excep- 
tion of those of the Fascist tendency. 

CASES OF INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE 

It would take too much space to unfold, even though suc- 
cinctly, the painstaking work accomplished by our office in indi- 
vidual inquiries in cases of internment or discrimination in war or 
private industries. The inquiries were conducted with the utmost 
care. We hereby publish some names of Italians whom our good 
offices helped greatly in obtaining their release from Ellis Island. 

Giuseppe Cormaggi — had been interned on Ellis Island, 
solely because he had belonged to the Societa' Ex-Combattenti 
(Society of Italian Ex-Service men). He was freed. 

Angelo Alberti — was interned on Ellis Island, also because 
he had belonged to the Societa' Ex-Combattenti. He was freed 




ANNUAL REPORT OF THE I. A. L. COUNCIL 

because at the time he joined the organization, he was unaware 
of its political tendencies. 

Gaetano Sanfilippo - - arrested because he had come to 
America clandestinely. He and his family had been persecuted 
by the Fascists. He was freed. 

Alberto Riccio — arrested because he had entered the coun- 
try clandestinely. He had deserted an Italian ship anchored in 
an American port, because he hated Fascism. He was freed. 

Santo Cavanna — arrested because of his illegal residence 
in America. He was freed. 

Davide Di Casa, Guido Bocchiola and Valerio Mondini — 
three youths who were arrested because they had come to 
America as employees of an Italo-American firm which had ex- 
hibited in the Italian Pavillion of the World's Fair, They saw the 
light of liberty for the first time, here in America. As they were 
youths who belonged to a generation which we must conquer to 
the cause of liberty, and as there were no specific charges q- 
gainst them, they were freed. 

Giovanni Quaia — waiter, arrested because he had worked 
in the Italian Pavillion at the World's Fair. He was freed. 

Giuseppe Zangara — arrested because he was a member of 
the Societa' Ex-Combattenti. The labor union to which he be- 
longed assured us that he was not a Fascist. He was freed. 

Bonaventura Casalena, Santo Barbera, Frank Renna, Mar- 
gherita Viola, Vincenzo Leone, Leonardo Balsamello, Joseph Le- 
onforte, John Ralph Gagliano, Fanny Gentile. Agostino Natalino, 
Giuseppe Romano, Santo Mirabella, Giuseppe Mucetola, James 
Sezanna, Giuseppe Tripodi, James Siragusa, Oscar Tucci and his 
employees, Joseph Di Carlo, Charles Brobat, Rosario Ignizio, Vin- 
cenzo Ronest and Bruno Caravaggi — were all aided by our 
ffi ce; _ some for reasons of emigration, others for consideration 
of citizenship, while some others were assisted in obtaining work 
in war or private industries and others were helped in obtaining 
news of their families in Italy through the Red Cross. 

The office has given and continues to give assistance in 
many other cases, such as search for employment, the release of 
dates of the arrival of ships, handling correspondence with Italy, 
filling out applications and questionnaires and the writing ot 
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loiters of recommendation, etc. etc. 

Needless to say, this work of assistance is always done 
gratuitously and in no case is aid given without previous in- 
vestigation. 

FOR THE WAR EFFORT 

By its spectacular mass demonstrations, by its public com- 
ments on facts most relevant to the war, by its campaign against 
fifth columnists, by its successful campaign for the selling of War 
Bonds, by its struggle without quarter against Fascism and Na- 
zism, by its educational work for democracy, the Italian- American 
Labor Council has gained the first place among the "moral build- 
ing organizations" which exist in the Italo- American community. 
The slogan of the Italian- American Labor Council, "America's 
Victory is Italy's Freedom", has practically become the slogan 
of all the Italo-American societies. 

AID TO POLITICAL VICTIMS 

The Italian-American Labor Council also has not failed in 
the task it assumed from its very inception, to help the victims 
of Italian Fascism. 

This work has been developed to assist numerous friends 
and comrades who are in exile in Europe and Africa, and also in 
America. 

The sum of $5,000 - raised by the Italian-American Labor 
Council, principally from the Italian locals of the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers' Union and from the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America, was sent at the beginning of Spring 
to our friends in Europe, through a valiant friend. We were sub- 
sequently informed that this aid of ours had reached its destina- 
tion. 

Our work of assistance to the political victims has also bene- 
fited a group of Italian exiles who arrived in Mexico, and it has 
also reached some Italian workmen detained in concentration 
camps in North Africa. 

In the future, we intend to continue this work and to aid all 
those Italian exiles who have been forced to pound the pave- 
ments of the world because of their fidelity to the cause of human 
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liberty. 

Apart from this assistance of a purely financial character, 
the Italian-American Labor Council has developed a work of 
home defense for Italian political victims. 

We note, iirst of all, that our Council, approved at its second 
meeting, a resolution which requested President Roosevelt and 
the Department of State to abrogate the regulation according to 
which, ever since shortly after the declaration of war, consular 
visas to Italians were suspended, and to give visas to Italian an- 
ti-Fascists exiled in Europe and in other parts of the world. This 
regulation was abrogated; as a matter of fact, only a few days 
after the approval of our resolution. 

The Italian-American Labor Council succeeded in obtaining, 
after overcoming the greatest difficulties, an American visa for 
the Hon. Giuseppe Modigliani and his wife, but the visa could 
not be utilized for causes beyond our control. 

When the Italian-American Labor Council heard of the ar- 
rest and deportation of the anti-Fascist political exile Giuseppe 
Faravelli, it sent a vibrant protest to the Vichy Ambassador at 
Washington, Gaston Henri-Haye, who replied that he would 
have asked explanations from his government and that he would 
have then informed us. We never received the promised ex- 
planations. At that time, the Italian- American Labor Council sent 
appeals to President Roosevelt and the State Department asking 
their intercession for the protection of Italian exiles in France. 
As a result, official steps were taken in Vichy by the American 
diplomatic representatives. 

FOR THE UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT 
TO FREE ITALY 

The Italian-American Labor Council has established contact 
with the underground anti-Fascist movement which works se- 
cretly in the interior and at the doors of Italy so that the libera- 
tion of Italy will also be the work of the Italians themselves. 

In response to an appeal which came to us directly from the 
valorous leader of this movement, the Italian-American Labor 
Council decided to raise a special fund. At the first meeting the: 
sum of $10,500 was raised: the International Ladies' Garment 
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Workers' Union contributing $4,000; the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers contributing $3,000; the Jewish Labor Committee con- 
tributing $3,000; and the International Cap and Millinery Workers 
Union contributing $500. 

There is the possibility of raising other tens of thousands oi 
dollars under the auspices of the American Federation of Labor 
and under the auspices of the Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions. 

Contacts have been made with the competent agencies for 
the transmission of these funds. 

PUBLICITY 

All the general assemblies and all the manifestations of the 
Italian-American Labor Council, without exception, have had a 
great repercussion in the New York press and in that of other 
American cities. 

RADIO ACTIVITIES 

The Voce della Locale 89 (Voice of Local 89) has naturally 
been the program which has, more than any other, publicized 
the activities of the Italian- American Labor Council. 

These activities have also had, and especially so in our great 
enterprises, a wide publicity on the air, not only over the princi- 
pal Italian language radio stations WEVD, WOV, WHOM and 
WBNX, but also over the national net works of the National, Col- 
umbia and Mutual Systems. Special mention should be made of 
the splendid cooperation of Mrs. Natalia Danesi, head of the 
Italian short-wave programs of the International Division of the 
National Broadcasting Co., who always helped us in our initia- 
tives and who has always given extensive accounts of our activi- 
ties in her programs, especially at the time when none or very 
little cooperation was given us by the governmental short wave 
offices. 

During the last few months, with the help and approval of 
the two central bodies of the American Federation of Labor and 
the Congress of Industrial Organizations, it has been possible 
for the Italian-American Labor Council to broadcast a weekly 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE I. A. L. COUNCIL 



23. 



program to Itqly with our President Luigi Antonini as speaker, 
through the short wave facilities of the radio stations under the 
control of the Office of War Information. 

ORGANIZING ACTIVITIES 

If it is true that during the first year of its activity the Italian- 
American Labor Council has had for its centre, almost at all 
times, the metropolitan area of New York, where it counts, with 
its affiliated unions, more than 300,000 members, it is neverthe- 
less true that the beneficent consequences of its activities have 
favored all th e Italo-Americans in all the cities of the United 
States, of Latin. America, and the entire Italian people. 

Nevertheless, a chapter of the Italian- American Labor Coun- 
cil is, in fact, established in Philadelphia, and requests for the 
formation of other chapters have reached us from the locals 
of nearby Newark, New Jersey, and from far away San Francisco. 

It is our firm resolve to dedicate ourselves during the second 
year of the life of the Italian-American Labor Council, to the 
establishment of chapters in all the industrial centres of the United 
States and Canada where there are strong groups or masses of 
organized Italo- American workers. 

The experiences of the first year have shown us that the 
only power alive and representative of the Italo-American com- 
munity is constituted by the Italian-American Labor Council, and 
it would not be advisable to let this organization of ours lose its 
identity by allowing it to be confused with other organizations 
more or less out of touch with the real needs of the Italian-Ameri- 
can masses. 

Nonetheless, we are aware of the necessity of utilizing all 
the old fraternal societies of the Italo-American community, and 
we are disposed not to attack or oppose those which have broken 
every personal or political tie with Fascism and which now sin- 
cerely want to contribute to the victory of America and the libera- 
tion of Italy. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

This report would not be complete if there were not a word 
of acknowledgment and thanks for the organizations and persons 
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who sustained us with their counsel and assistance during the 
first year of the life of the Italian-American Labor Council. 

Not one, but many and many words of gratitude are due to 
Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia, whose influence was precious in 
our negotiations with the directors and artist of the Metropolitan 
Opera House; to Edward Johnson, the director of this company 
who was of inestimable help as much for our Madison Garden 
manifestation as for that on Columbus Day; to the tenor Giovanni 
Martinelli; to maestri Wilfred Pellettier and Pietro Cimarra; to 
Jack Rosenberg, President of Local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 

Our praise goes to the International Ladies' Garment Work- 
ers' Union and to its president, David Dubinsky; to the Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers of America and its president, Sidney 
Hillman; to the Jewish Labor Committee and to its representatives 
Adolph Held and I. M. Minkoff; to the Millinery and Cap Workers' 
Union and its secretary Alex Rose, to the International Fur Work- 
ers' Union and its secretary Pietro Lucchi; to our friend Morris 
Novick, Director of WNYC, who upon receiving carte blanche 
from the Mayor, gave us his inestimable help in the broadcasting 
of our principal manifestations over the city-owned radio station; 
to Counsellor-at-law Ernest Cuneo who was of" immense help 
in establishing contacts with the various offices in Washington; 
and a vote of praise is certainly merited by the Italian Dress- 
makers' Union, Local 89, which placed at the disposal of the 
Italian-American Labor Council all its technical services of press 
and office, and the cooperation of its personnel, especially Vanni 
B. Montana, director of publicity; by the accountant Mrs. Alma 
Di Nola, and by the stenographers Miss Jennie Di Fiore, Miss 
Florence Abbate and Mrs. Emma Lucchi. 



POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

Due to its character of an American workers' organization, 
the Italian-American Labor Council would fail in one of its im- 
portant duties if it would refrain from American politics. 

In this field, the Italian- American Labor Council has not been 
idle, as is proven by its support of the American Labor Party, 
in the last electoral campaign, and as is also proven by a resolu- 
tion passed against the underhand dealings in the United Sta'es 
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A Great Friend of Ours in the State Department 






Assistant Secretary Hon. ADOLPH A. BERLE, Jr. 
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Congress against labor legislation. 

This year, due to the increased number of reactionaries in 
Congress, other and more perilous attacks will certainly be 
launched against labor, and the Italian- American Labor Council 
firmly intends to participate, with all its strength, in the defense 
of the American workers' rights. 

In New York State the Italian- American Labor Council intends 
to give every support to the American Labor Party, and for the 
other States where there is not yet an organized Labor Party, we 
will advise the Italian-American workers to support the candi- 
dates friendly to President Roosevelt's policies. 

FOR AMERICA'S VICTORY 

The. Executive Board proposes that the Italian-American La- 
bor Council prepares and organizes, during the second year of 
its existence, not only in New York, but also in the principal 
centres of Italian immigration, large mass demonstrations, with 
the aim of developing more fully among the Italian immigrants 
and their children, the cult of democratic ideals, aversion to Fasc- 
ism, and the will to continue to intensify in ail fields the efforts 
for America's victory. 

Our purpose is to definitely extirpate those remaining fifth 
columnists who continue to tortuously operate in the Italo- Ameri- 
can communities. Meanwhile, the Italian-American Labor Council 
intends to continue its functions of vigilant custodian and pro- 
tector of the Italo- Americans and of the Italian residents of un- 
doubted loyalty. 

The Italian-American Labor Council (whose adherents, with 
their savings and with part of their salary, and the Unions which 
are affiliated to it, with their regular and extraordinary invest- 
ments, have already acquired tens of millions of dollars of War 
Bonds) intends to organize, during the coming year, special cam- 
paigns for a larger purchase of war bonds - and also special 
campaigns for the auxiliary services of the war, such as the Red 
Cross, the U. S. O., and other such agencies. 

Since everything would have us believe and hope that his- 
tory prepares decisive events for Italy, the Italian-American La- 
bor Council intends to be worthy of its lofty task — always w th 




the one and indivisable intention of contributing to the victory of 
America and the liberation of the Italian people from every form 
of domestic or foreign slavery. 

Meanwhile, the Italian- American Labor Council intends, with 
all its means, to make the voice of the Italo- American masses 
reach their oppressed brothers in Italy, and it pledges itself to 
increase its vigilance so that Italy will not become the prey of 
groups of adventurers, or formations of liberticides; or victim of 
obscurantist and reactionary diplomatic conspiracies. 

We desire that Italy be as free as America and we will make 
our voice heard, to the end, that once freed from the Fascist re- 
gime, the Italian people may forge their own destiny, by their 
own sovereign will, in harmony with the European and world 
solutions which the democracies, with our America as leader, 
are ready to establish on the basis of the Four Freedoms as e- 
nunciated by our great president, Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Luigi Antonini, President 

Augusto Bellanca, Vice President 

Edward Molisani, Vice President 

John Gelo, Treasurer 

George Baldanzi 

Anthony Cottone 

Fileno De Novellis 

Umberto Gualtieri 

Pietro Lucchi 

Joseph Catalanotti, Secretary 



Vanni B. Montana, Director of Publicity 
Vincenzo Bello, Executive Director 
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IN MEMORIAM 



Struck down by the treachery of a vile assassin, on Mon- 
day evening, January 11, 1943, there fell down assassinated, in 
the vicinity of his office, our dear comrade Carlo Tresca, active 
and influential member of the Italian-American Labor Council 

Our organization immediately denounced the clearly politi- 
cal motives of this dastardly crime, considering it as a challenge 
launched by the agents of totalitarianism to all those who have 
the cause of freedom at heart, and it has publicly declared that 
the superficial explanations given about the crime are not at all 
satisfactory. 

The Italian American Labor Council, with its official de- 
clarations to the press, has contributed since the first moment in 
bringing forth the crime in its true light. 

The funeral of Carlo Tresca (Saturday, January 16, 1942), 
arranged by our own Italian-American Labor Council, together 
with the group of "II Martello", was the most imposing in the 
annals of our community, and it was the occasion of a great 
political manifestation of protest against the terroristic methods 
of totalitarianism. 

With the disappearance of Carlo Tresca, militant anti-Fascism 
has been deprived of one of its first and most active workers, 
and the lovers of freedom and the opposers of every form of politi- 
cal despotism have been deprived of a most courageous spokes- 
man. His death also constitutes a very grave loss for our own 
Italian- American Labor Council, in as much as Carlo Tresca, 
deserves to be placed, by virtue of the influence he exercised, 
among the pioneers and first founders of this unitarian organiza- 
tion of the Italo-American workers' movement. 

The memory of Carlo Tresca will always remain engraved 
in all our hearts. 



Text in Italian 
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LA NOSTRA 
PIATTAFORMA 



1. - L'ltalian- American Labor Council e' l'organo centrale di 
tutti i rappresentanti degli operai unionist! italiani e di origine 
italiana affiliati nelle legittime organizzazioni sindacali d' Ameri- 
ca. 

2. - Gli scopi dell'Italian-American Labor Council sono: 

(a) Coordinare tutte le attivita' fiancheggiatrici di 
solidarieta' operaia in armonia col concetto fon- 
damentale e gli obbiettivi dell'unionismo. 

(b) Sviluppare sempre piu' il sentimento di devozione 
e di fedelta' all' America fra lavoratori e lavora- 
trici italiani e d'origine italiana con manifesta- 
zioni collettive, intese a dare un contribute effet- 
tivo alia causa della vittoria. 

(c) Stimolare e coordinare la campagna per l'ac- 
quisto di "War Bonds" fra i lavoratori italo-ameri- 
cani. 

(d) Incitarli alia partecipazione nei servizi della Di- 
fesa Civile. 
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(e) Fare opera educativa per una sempre piu' pro- 
fonda coscienza della indispensabilita' della vit- 
toria per la salvezza della nostra nazione, per la 
salvezza dei diritti del lavoro, per la liberta' di 
tutto il mondo. 

(f) Promuovere, coordinare ed estendere l'opera di 
assistenza ai rifugiati politici italiani vittime della 
reazione fascista. 

(g) Formare una chiara coscienza fra i lavoratori 
unionisti italo-americani sul ruolo di primaria im- 
portanza che il lavoro sara' chiamato a svolgere 
nel nuovo ordinamento del mondo dopo la guer- 
re, ed aiutare tutti i movimenti che concordano 
con le idee espresse al riguardo dal Presidente 
Roosevelt e dal Movimento Operaio Americano. 

(h) Proteggere e difendere gli italiani d' America da 
ogni ingiusta discriminazione - secondo le diret- 
tive enunciate dal Governo di Washington. 

(i) Inculcare il motto che "LA VITTORIA D' AMERICA 
SIGNIFICA LIBER AZIONE DELL'ITALIA". 
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RELAZIONE ANNUALE 
della ITALIAN-AMERICAN 
LABOR COUNCIL 



La presente relazione racchiude un breve sunto dell'attivita' 
svolta dall'Italian-American Labor Council, fin dalla sua fonda- 
zione, avvenuta ufficialmente il 20 Dicembre 1941, a pochi giorni 
di distanza dall'attacco di Pearl Harbor e dalla susseguente di- 
chiarazione di guerra all'America da parte del governo di Mus- 
solini e del governo di Hitler. 

Non sara' inopportuno ricordare, anzitutto, che l'ltalian- A- 
merican Labor Council sorse nel momento del piu' grave e pro- 
fondo smarrimento mai subito dalla comunita' italo-americana 
in tutta la sua storia. Sorpresi o lugati dagli avvenimenti, i cosi- 
detti vecchi prominenti coloniali avevano praticamente abban- 
donato la comunita' alia sua sorte, per rifugiarsi in una specie 
di isolazionismo americanista, col quale speravano di far di- 
menticare l'opera nefasta di propaganda fascista svolta nel pas- 
sato fra le masse italiane. 

Fu quindi immediato e grandioso il responso che la comuni- 
ta' italo-americana diede al nostro Italian-American Labor Coun- 
cil il quale, fin dal suo sorgere, di essa assunse la difesa, ed il 
compito di guidarla sulla retta via della lealta' americana e 
democratica. 
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I COMPITI DELL'ITALIAN-AMERICAN 
LABOR COUNCIL 

I compiti dell'Italian-American Labor Council furono esposti 
nella dichiarazione programmatica che venne approvata nella 
seduta inaugurale, il 20 Dicembre 1941. 

Questi compiti si riferivano al dovere di aiutare 1' America, 
moralmente e materialmente, nella guerra contro i suoi nemici; 
alia necessita' di difendere gli italo-americani da ogni ingiusta 
discriminazione derivante dalla psicosi di guerra; ed alia diffu- 
sione della divisa datasi dall'Italian-American Labor Council, col 
motto: "America's Victory is Italy's Freedom". 

L'azione svolta fin dalla sua fondazione sta a dimostrare che 
l'ltalian-American Labor Council ha mantenuto fede al suo pro- 
gramma ed ha fatto pienamente onore agli impegni morali as- 
sunti verso 1' America, verso gli italo-americani e per. le difesa 
degli interessi morali dell'innocente popolo italiano. 

RIUNIONI 

Tutta l'attivita' della presidenza, della segreteria e della 
tesoreria, e' stata regolarmente sottoposta all'esame, alia dis- 
cussione ed alia ratifica della Commisione Esecutiva, la quale 
ha tenuto regolarmente le sue adunanze, in media, una al mese. 

Le adunanze generali dell'Italian-American Labor Council 
si sono tenute nelle seguenti date: 20 Dicembre, 1941, 10 Gennaio, 
21 Febbraio (luncheon meeting), 25 Aprile, 2 Luglio (luncheon 
meeting) e 18 Settembre 1942. 

Grazie all'accurata scelta dei soggetti all'ordine del giorno, 
delle risoluzioni preparate, delle discussioni avutesi e, nel caso 
dei "luncheons", degli ospiti invitati, a tutte queste adunanze 
piu' che un carattere di ordinaria amministrazione, e' stata data 
di proposito una portata di pubblico interesse, e quindi tutta la 
stampa se n'e' sempre occupata, con grande vantaggio morale 
e prestigio per la nostra istituzione. 



MANIFESTAZIONI PUBBLICHE 

Quattro sono state le principali manifestazioni pubbliche a 
cui l'ltalian-American Labor Council ha legato il suo nome. 
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l.o - Madison Square Garden 

La prima - e la piu' grandiosa e memorabile - si tenne pochi 
giorni dopo la formazione del "Council", e cioe' il 31 Gennaio 
1942, nel Madison Square Garden di New York, col titolo di 
"Freedom Rally". Gli intervenuti furono 22,000 i quali diedero 
all' America la prima prova clamorosa della lealta' degli operai 
italo-americanL 

Gli oratori principali furono il Sindaco On. Fiorello H. La 
Guardia, l'ex Ministro degli Esteri d'ltalia Conte Carlo Sforza, ed 
i nostri Luigi Antonini e Giuseppe Catalanoiti, rispettivamente 
Presidente e Segretario del "Council". 

In questa manifestazione furono da noi consegnati al Sinda- 
co La Guardia, e destinati alia Croce Rossa Americana, $20,000. 

La manifestazione riusci' superbamente anche dal punto di 
vista artistico, grazie ad un numero simbolico dal titolo "Italia 
Speaks", monologo di Arturo Giovannitti, ed alia partecipazione 
volontaria e gratis dei seguenti artisti: Norina Greco, Licia Alba- 
nese, Rose Marie Brancato, Bruno Castagna, Giovanni Martinelli, 
Nino Martini, Francesco Valentino, Nino Ruisi, il tutto sotto la di- 
rezione del Maestro Pietro Cimarra. Parteciparono inoltre, al pro- 
gramma artistico, Guy Lombardo and his Royal Canadians, i] 
Coro dell'I. L. G. W. U. diretto dal Maestro Giuseppe Furgiuele, 
la pianista Grace Castagnetta ed il violinista John Corigliano, 
New York Symphony Orchestra Concert Master. 



2.o - Commemorazione di Garibaldi 

L'ltalian-American Labor Council partecipo' col suo nome, 
con un discorso del suo Presidente, ad una commemorazione di 
Giuseppe Garibaldi, tenutasi il 2 Giugno, 1942 a Washington, 
D. C. ad iniziativa di quella Sezione della Societa' Mazzini. 

Per 1'occasione, l'Assistente Segretario del Dipartimento di 
Stato On. Dean Acheson,- pronunzio' un discorso d'alto significato 
per l'avvenire del popolo italiano. Egli fece una netta distinzione 
fra popolo italiano innocente e governo fascista colpevole e di- 
chiaro' che la Carta deH'Atlantico si applicava completamente, 
nella lettera e nello spirito, all'Italia. 

Fra gli oratori principali vi furono il Conte Carlo Sforza, il 
Congressman Thomas DAlessandro Jr., Alan Cranston, Max As- 
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coli, Giuseppe Facci. 

Nel suo discorso il Presidente dell'Italian-American Labor 
Council avanzo' per primo l'idea che il paese piu' mature a ri- 
cevere come liberatori i soldati d' America era ITtalia - suggoren- 
do, praticamente, l'apertura di un grande fronte nel Mediterra- 
neo. Sforza, Antonini, Ascoli ed il Congresman Voorhis, parlc- 
rono la stessa sera alia radio in una trasmissione "coast-to- 
coast", (Columbia Broadcasting System). 

3.o - La Celebrazione Colombiana 

Un'altra grande manifestazione, tenutasi esclusivamente sot- 
to gli auspici dell'Italian-American Labor Council, ebbe luogo 
il 12 Ottobre 1942 nella Metropolitan Opera House di New York, 
col titolo di "Celebrazione Pan- Americana del 450. mo Anniver- 
sario delia Scoperta d' America". La manifestazione venne , ad 
iniziativa del nostro Council, sincronizzata con altre manifesta- 
zioni nell' America Meridionale, preparate dagli amici di "Italia 
Libre". 

Nella Metropolitan Opera House parlarono il Govematore 
Lehman, l'Assistente Segretario di Stato On. Adolf A. Berle Jr., 
il Sindaco La Guardia ed i nostri Luigi Antonini e Giuseppe 
Catalanoiti. 

La manifestazione venne radiodiffusa 'V~~V \o-rdas- ' dalles 
Mutual Broadcasting Company e d- 1 Cc .": .-_ic Lroadcasting 
System, localmente dalla WOR e WNYC, e ad onde corte in 
Europa dalla WRCA (NBC) e nell' America del Sud in spagnuolo 
e portoghese attraverso una rete speciale preparata dal "Co- 
ordinator of Inter- American Affairs". 

II Presidente Roosevelt si uni' alia manifestazione, col se- 
guente messaggio: 



The White House 
Washington, D. C. 



October 6, 1942 



Dear Mr. Antonini: 

I am happy to greet the Italian- American Labor 
Council on this important anniversary and to add my 
message to those of the distinguished speakers on your 
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program. The work that you and your compatriots in 
the "Italia Libre" organization in South America are do- 
ing is of vast importance to the war and to the cause of 
liberty and liberation. Your motto, ''America's Victory is 
Italy's Freedom", is a plain, honest statement of the case 
of the democracies, for an American victory will be a 
United Nations victory and a victory for oppressed and 
enslaved people everywhere. 

Our ancestors came to this western world from var- 
ious homelands for an opportunity to lead a fuller life. 
We have inherited both the opportunity and the realiza- 
tion. We fight now not only to retain this for ourselves 
but to achieve it for others. In unity we shall find 
strength to win. 

Very sincerely yours, 
(signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt 



***** 



II programma riusci' superbamente dal punto di vista storico 
commemorativo grazie ad un numero speciale preparato da 
Arturo Giovannitti dal titolo: "Vision of Columbus", e grazie al 
programma artistico nel quale parteciparono, sotto la direzione 
del Maestro Wilfred Pellettier, i seguenti artisti; Josephine Tu- 
minia, Helen Jepson, Kerstin Thorborg, Helen Olheim, Giovanni 
Martinelli, Nino Martini, Bruno Landi, Lieut. Arthur Kent, Nicola 
Moscona. 

Fu presentato anche un famoso numero brasileno, con Elsie 
Houston. Lo diresse Burle Marx. 

Tutti prestarono gratuitamente la loro opera. 

La stessa manifestazione si concluse con una spettacolosa 
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"March of Bonds" nella quale si sottoscrisse la somma di 
$626,250.00 che fu subito consegnata al Colonnello Richard C. 
Patterson, Jr., State Chairman War Saving Staff. 

II profitto netto della celebrazione, per 1'ammontare di $4,000 
fu devoluto a beneficio del U. S. O. La United Theatrical War 
Activities ebbe $1,050.00 

4.o - Per Una Pace di Giustizia all'Italia 

A coronamento di 10 mesi di attivita' da noi instancabil- 
mente svolta per rivendicare l'innocenza del popolo italiano, e 
per far considerare l'ltalia quale paese occupato, il Governo 
degli Stati Uniti, a mezzo di un suo alto rappresentante, il nostro 
illustre amico On. Adolf A. Berle, Assistente Segretario del Di- 
partimento di Stato, si impegnava solennemente, in una manifes- 
tazione tenutasi il 14 Novembre, nel Commodore Hotel di New 
York, a dare all'Italia una pace di giustizia e non una pace puni- 
tiva. 

La manifestazione venne organizzata dal nostro Italian-A- 
merican Labor Council assieme alia Societa' Mazzini. Venne pre- 
sieduta dal Presidente del nostro "Council", Gli altri oratori, 
oltre all'On. Berle, furono il Conte Carlo Sforza, la scrittrice 
Dorothy Thompson ed il Prof. Lionello Venturi, per la Societa' 
Mazzini. 

I discorsi vennero diffusi in Italia dall' Office of War Infor- 
mation a mezzo della radio ad onde corte, e ripetutamente alia 
radio, nella zona metropolitana di New York. 

II discorso di Berle venne radiodiffuso in tutta la nazione 
dal Mutual Broadcasting System. 



LUNCHEON-MEETINGS DI PROPAGANDA 

II primo luncheon-meeting di propaganda si tenne il 21 Feb- 
braio, 1942, nel Ricciardi's Venetian Garden Restaurant. 

Parlarono, fra gli ulLri, il Congressman Emanuel Celler, il 
Giudice Ferdinand Pecora, Luigi Antonini e Giuseppe Catalanot- 
ti. Scopo principale fu di intensificare ed allargare. la campagna 
per l'esenzione degli italiani dalla categoria degli stranieri ne- 
mici e per richiamare l'attenzione delle autorita' e dell'opinione 
pubblica sulla necessita' di metier fine ad ogni ingiusta discri- 
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Our great demonstration at Madison Square Garden on January 31, 19 

name and contributed $20,000 



2 where 22,000 Italian-Americans booed every mention of Mussolini's 
o the American Red Cross. 
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President Roosevelt's message endorsing our motto that America's 
Victory is Italy's Freedom. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



Dear Mr. Antonini: 



\ 



October 6, 1942 



I am happy to greet the Italian-American 
Labor Council on this important anniversary and to 
add my message to those of the distinguished speakers 
on your program. The work that you and your com- 
patriots in the "Italia Libre" organisation in 
South America are doing is of vast importance to 
the war and to the cause of liberty and liberation. 
Your motto, "America's Victory Is Italy's Freedom", 
is a plain, honest statement of the case of the 
democracies, for an American victory will be a 
United Nations victory and a victory for oppressed 
and enslaved people everywhere. 

Our ancestors came to this western world 
from various homelands for an opportunity tc lead 
a fuller life. We have inherited both the oppor- 
tunity and the realization. We f igtit now not only 
to retain this for ourselves but to achieve it for 
others. In unity we snail find strength to win. 

Very sincerely yours, 
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Mr. Luigi Antonini, 

President, 

Italian -American Labor Council, 

218 West 40th Street, 

New York, N. Y. 
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minazione ai danni degli operai italiani nelle industrie di guerra; 
e nel contempo sulla necessita' di mettere un basta all'attivita' di 
alcuni quintocolonnisti. Provvedimenti furono chiesti contro l'at- 
tivita' disfattista svolta da element! infidi e tortuosi come Domen- 
ico Trombetta e Luigi Criscuolo. 

Un altro riuscitissimo luncheon-meeting di propaganda ven- 
ne dato dall'Italian-American Labor Council il 2 Luglio, nel Roo- 
sevelt Hotel di New York. Venne invitato per l'occasione il 
giomalista Herbert Matthews, ex-corrispondente romano del New 
York Times, per una relazione a voce sull'Italia, da cui egli era 
ritornato di recente. 

Nel contempo, ad iniziativa del Presidente del nostro Coun- 
cil, si svolse una specie di simposio sulla necessita' di esentare 
gli italiani d'America dalla categoria di stranieri nemici. Vi par- 
teciparono numerosi oratori, fra cui il Conte Sforza, il Presidente 
del Consiglio Municipale di New York Newbold Morris, il celebre 
avvocato francese Henry Torres, il Congressman Louis Capozzoh, 
Alan Cranston. 

II simposio servi' anche ad un'utile protesta contro una situ- 
azione poco buona esistente nell'ufficio del Co-ordinator of Infor- 
mation, sezione italiana della radio ad onde corte. 



LA CAMPAGNA PER L'ESENZIONE DEGLI ITALIANI 
DALLA CATEGORIA DEGLI STRANIERI NEMICI 

La prova piu' bella di amicizia e di considerazione speciale 
per gli italiani, l'America l'ha data, in questa guerra, con la de- 
cisione di togliere gli italiani dalla categoria di stranieri nemici, 
decisione annunziata, in seguito ad approvazione del Presidente 
Roosevelt, nel giorno del Columbus Day, 1942, in uno storico dis- 
corso pronunziato dall' Attorney-General Francis Biddle nella Car- 
negie Hall di New York. 

Questa decisione, unica nella storia d'America, ha avuto 
effetti di incalcolabile beneficio morale e politico non solo per 
gli italiani non ancora cittadini residenti in America, ma per tutti 
gli italo-americani. Essa e' stata di beneficio anche per gli italia- 
ni emigrati negli altr.i paesi dell' America Meridionale, come per 
il nome stesso dell'intero popolo itaiiano. 
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II provvedimento, dovuto principalmente ai sentiment! pro- 
fondamente democratici del Presidente Roosevelt e del suo minis- 
tro di giustizia Biddle, sara' stato dettcrto, forse, anche da con- 
sideration! politico-militari, e ad esso hanno contribuito, chi prima 
o chi dopo, chi piu' e chi meno, numerose personalita' ed isti- 
tuzioni. 

Tuttavia nessuno potra' mai negare questa verita' storica: la 
prima organizzazione a formulare la rivendicazione per l'esonero 
degli italiani dalla categoria degli stranieri nemici, e' stata il 
nostro Italian-American Labor Council. Difatti, la prima risolu- 
zione su questo soggetto,. venne presentata dal Presidente della 
nostra Organizzazione ed approvata entusiasticamente alia un- 
animita', nella riunione in cui venne uificialmente costituito l'ltal- 
ian-American Labor Council, il 20 Dicembre, 1941. 

Dopo di allora, non c' e' mai stata una riunione plenaria 
dell' Italian- American Labor Council, mai, una sua pubblica mani- 
festazione, mai un discorso dei suoi esponenti, in cui la richiesta 
di togliere gli italiani dalla categoria degli stranieri nemici, non 
sia stata presentata ed agitata, in ordini del giorno special! o in 
forme diverse. 

La questione venne portata personalmente, a nome dell'Ital- 
ian-American Labor Council, dal nostro Presidente Luigi Antonini, 
a Washington, in colloqui speciali avuti prima col direttore del- 
l'F. B. I. Edgar I. Hoover, coll'Assistente Attorney- General James 
Rowe, col direttore del servizio di controllo degli "enemy aliens" 
'On. Ennis, ed infine, il 16 Giugno, in un colloquio speciale con- 
cesso dal Presidente Roosevelt. In tutti questi colloqui, l'ltalian- 
American Labor Council influi', in primo luogo, ad impedire l'ef- 
fettuazione dell'ordine militare d'evacuazione degli italiani dalla 
Costa del Pacifico; ad impedire dopo, l'estensione dello stesso 
ordine alia costa dell'Atlantico; ad ottenere, in seguito, l'abro- 
gazione dell'ordine stesso, ed infine ad ottenere la completa esen- 
zione degli italiani dalla categoria degli stranieri nemici, al pos- 
to del progetto per i "loyalty boards" suggerito, qualche tempo 
dopo l'inizio della nostra agitazione, dalla Societa' Mazzini. 

In questa battaglia, l'ltalian- American Labor Council venne 
aiutato da influentissime personalita; il Governatore Lehman, 
che ebbe uno scambio di lettere confidenziali col Presidente 
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Roosevelt, il Sirtdaco La Guardia, il Vice-Governatore Poletti, i 
Senatori Wagner e Mead, i Congressmen On. Celler, Capozzoli, 
D'Alessandro; William Green e Philip. Murray, validamente in- 
tervenuti rispettivamente nella loro qualita' di Presidente dell'A- 
merican Federation of Labor, e di Presidente del Congress of In- 
dustrial Organizations. Di valevole aiuto sono stati nnumerosi in 1 
telligenti fuhzionari del Governo, come l'On. Ugo Carusi, Assis- 
tente Esecutivo dell' Attorney-General Biddle, gli amici nostri 
Alan Cranston e Giuseppe Facci che furono fra i primi a prende- 
re a cuore la nostra causa; l'avvocato Ernest Cuneo, diversi gior- 
nalisti americani, specialmente Joseph Shaplen e A. Raskin del 
New York Times, Paul Tobenkin e Frank Stevenson dell'Herald- 
Tribune, Victor Riesel del New York Post, i "city editors" dell' As- 
sociated Press e dell' United Press, che portarono all'attenzione di 
milioni di lettori la nostra attivita' ed i nostri ordini del giorno 
per l'esenzione degli italiani dalla categoria degli stranieri ne- 
mici. Vasta fu la pubblicita' data dai giornali quotidiani italiani 
di New York a questa campagna dell'Italian-Americn Labor 
Council. Detti giornali sono stati quasi sempre rappresentati nel- 
le nostre riunioni da reporters e fotografi. Numerose organizza- 
zioni operaie, e fra le prime quelle aderenti al nostro Council, 
furono di straordinaria utilita' colle risoluzioni approvate in 
favore degli italiani dai rispettivi organi central! e dalle locali 
affiliate. 

Parteciparono all'agitazione diversi altri parlamentari, come 
il Senatore Green del Rhode Island e notevole fu il contributo 
dato dall' American Labor Party dello Stato di New York, dalle 
sue organizzazioni conteali, specialmente quelle di Brooklyn e 
del Bronx, dai suoi consiglieri municipali Salvatore Ninfo e Louis 
P. Goldberg e dai suo candidato e Governatore Dean Alfange. 

Di grande efficacia risultarono gli ordini del giorno ap- 
proval! in favore della nostra rivendicazione dai Congresso Pan- 
Americano di Italia Libera tenutosi a Montevideo ed i discorsi 
pronunziati in quella ed in altre occasioni da Carlo Sforza. 

Impossible poter menzionare i norni di tutte le persone e di 
tutte le organizzazioni che prima o dopo fecero sentire la loro 
voce. Tuttavia da nessuno puo' essere contestato il fatto che la 
campagna venne iniziata dall'Italian-American Labor Council. 
Questa nostra organizzazione puo' citare anche a suo credito il 
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fatto di avere perfino suggerito la ricorrenza del Columbus Dav 
quale data piu' adatta per l'annunzio della decisione: questo 
suggerimento venne fatto prima verbal mente dai nostro Presi- 
dente Antonini in un colloquio avuto nel Luglio 1942 con E'mer 
Davis, capo deH'Olfice of War Information, ed in ultimo, con una 
risoluzione ufficiale diretta al Presidente Roosevelt, risoluzione 
che venne appro vat a nella riunione plenaria del nootro Italian- 
American Labor Council tenutasi il 18 Settembre 1942. 

Indubbiamente, il provvedimento non sarebbe stato mai 
preso se gli italiani d' America non l'avessero meritato col contri-' 
buto di sangue e di lavoro dato per la vittoria d' America, con 
la lealta' addimostrata durante il corso della guerra, coi titoli 
guadagnatisi nell'acquisto dei "War Bonds"; come sarebbe stato 
assolutamente impossibile il provvedimento stesso se 1' America 
non fosse stato il paese profondamente democratico che e', con 
un Presidente sensibile ad ogni causa umana, come Franklin D. 
Roosevelt e con un ministro della giustizia liberale come l'On. 
Francis Biddle. 

Nell'esenzione degli italiani d' America dalla categoria degli 
stranieri nemici noi abbiamo salutato la prima grande vittoria 
ottenuta dagli Stati Uniti sul fronte decisivo della guerra psicolo- 
gica, ed in questo senso abbiamo fatto giungere le nostre feli- 
citazioni ed i nostri ringraziamenti al grande Comandante in Ca- 
po che la rese possibile. 



LA DIFESA DEGLI OPERAI ITALIANI 
CONTRO LE DISCRIMINAZIONI 

Quest'opera di difesa venne iniziata risolutamente dai nos- 
tro Italian-American Labor Council fin dalla sua fondazione e 
venne svolta su due piani: 

1. - Sul piano generate, con appelli al Presidente Roosevelt, 
che ebbero risultati positivi di grandissima importanza, come 
TOrdinanza Esecutiva che favoriva non solo il mantenimento ma 
anche l'entrata degli operai italiani nelle industrie di guerra. 
Numerose furono le risoluzioni da noi inviate ai legislator! fede- 
rali e statali. Prontamente ed efficacemente, ci venne dato, ap- 
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pena lo chiedemmo, l'aiuto dell' American Federation of Labor e 
del Congress of Industrial Organizations, Per il collocamento 
degli operai italiani nelle industrie di guerra, per qualche tempo 
l'ltalian-American Labor Council ha collaborate con la Societa' 
Mazzini nella gestione di un apposito ufficio, col nome di War 
Labor Advisory Service. 

2. - Sul piano individuate, con un'opera paziente d'assistenza 
svolta principalmente, con vivo senso di abnegazione, dal diret- 
tore esecutivo Vincenzo Bello. 

Quest'opera d'assistenza individuale per gli operai italiani 
come l'opera efficacissima svolta per la liberazione dal carcere 
o daH'internamento di numerosi italiani, formano l'oggetto del 
seguente capitolo. Facciamo rilevare che in quest'opera di di- 
fesa, sono stati aiutati tutti gli italiani meritevoli, senza distin- 
zione di tendenza politico, ad eccezione di quella fascista. 



CASI DI ASSISTENZA INDIVIDUALE 

Prenderebbe troppo spazio esporre, sia pure sinteticamente, 
l'attivita' svolta per le inchieste individuali condotte dal nostro 
ufficio nei casi di intemamento o di discriminazione dai posti di 
lavoro. Le inchieste sono state condotte con la massima meticol- 
sita'. Publichiamo qui' sotto alcuni nomi di italiani per i quali i 
nostri buoni uffici valsero a facilitare il riacquisto della liberta'. 

Giuseppe Cormaggi - era stato intemato ad Ellis Island, sol 
perche' aveva appartenuto alia Societa' Ex-Combattenti. Liber- 
ate 

Angelo Alberti - era stato intemato ad Ellis Island, pure per 
appartenza alia Societa' Ex-Combattenti. Rilasciato. 

Gaetano Sanfilippo - arrestato perche' era'venuto in America 
clandestinamente. Lui e la sua famiglia avevano subito perse- 
cuzioni fasciste. Rilasciato. 

Alberto Riccio - arrestato per essere entrato clandestinamen- 
te. Aveva disertato da una nave italiana in un porto americano, 
perche' odiava il fascismo. Rilasciato. 

Santo Cavanna - arrestato a causa della sua residenza il- 
legale in America. Rilasciato. 
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Davide Di Casa, Guido Bocchiola e Valerio Mondini - tre 

giovani che erano stati arrestati perche' venuti in America come 
impiegati al Padiglione Italiano dell'Esposizione Mondiale, as- 
sunti da una ditta italo-americana. Videro la luce della liberta', 
per la prima volta, qui' in America. Trattandosi di giovani ap- 
partenenti ad una generazione che bisogna conquistare alia 
causa della liberta', non risultando nulla di specif ico a loro cari- 
co, vennero rilasciati in liberta'. 

Giovanni Quaia - cameriere, arrestato perche' aveva lavora- 
to al Padigione Italiano dell'Esposizione Mondiale. Rilasciato. 

Giuseppe Zangara - era stato arrestato perche' membro del- 
l'Associazione Ex-Combattenti. L'Unione Operaia cui egli appar- 
tiene assicuro' che non si trattava di un fascista. Rilasciato. 

Buonaventura Casalena, Santo Barbera, Frank Renng, Mar- 
gherita Viola, Vincenzo Leone, Leonardo Balsamello, Joseph Leon- 
forte, John Ralph Gagliano, Fanny Gentile, Agostino Natalino, 
Giuseppe Romano, Santo Mirabella, Giuseppe Mucetola, James 
Sezenna, Giuseppe Tripodi, James Siragusa, Oscar Tucci ed i 
suoi operai, Joseph Di Carlo, Charles Krobat, Rosario Ignizio, 
Vincenzo Ronesti e Bruno Caravaggi - ricevettero l'assistenza del 
nostro ufiicio, chi per casi di emigrazione, di cittadinanza, per 
posti di lavoro nell'industria di guerra o in quella privata, e chi, 
anche, per avere notizia dalla famiglia in Italia a mezzo della 
Croce Rossa. 

L'Ufficio ha dato e continuera' a dare la sua assistenza anche 
in molti altri casi, ricerche di lavoro, date d'arrivo di piroscati, 
corrispondenza con l'ltalia, compilazione di domande, lettere di 
raccomandazione, ecc. ecc. 

E' inutile dire che quest'opera di assistenza viene svolta sem- 
pre gratuitamente, e che in nessun caso essa viene data senza 
previa investigazione. 

PER LO SFORZO BELLICO 

Con le sue spettacolose dimostrazioni, colle sue pubbliche 
dichiarazioni di commento ai fatti piu' rilevanti della guerra, 
colla sua campagna contro i quintocolonnisti, coll' opera fattiva 
svolta nell'acquisto di "War Bonds", colla sua lotta senza quar- 
tiere al iascismo ed al nazismo, colla sua opera educativa in 
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senso democratico, laborista e progressista, l'ltalian-American 
Labor Council si e' guadagnato il primo posto fra le "morale 
building organizations" esistenti nella comunita' italo-americana. 
La parola d'ordine dell'Italian- American Labor Council, "Ameri- 
ca's Victory is Italy's Fredom" e' diventata praticamente la paro- 
la d'ordine di tutti i sodalizi italo-americani. 

PER LE VITTIME POL1TICHE 

L'ltalian-American Labor Council ha fatto pure onore al com- 
pito datosi fin dal suo sorgere per l'aiuto alle vittime del fascismo 
italiano. 

Quest'opera e' stata svolta in favore di numerosi amici e 
compagni nostri esuli in Europa e in Africa, ed anche in America. 

La somma di $5,000 contribuita nell'ambito dell'Italian-Amer- 
ican Labor Council, principalmente dalle Locali Italiane dell'In- 
ternational Ladies' Garment Workers' Union e dell'Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America venne inviata al principio della 
primavera ai nostri compagni ed amici d'Europa, a mezzo di un 
nostro valoroso amico. Siamo stati informati, in seguito, che que- 
sto nostro aiuto e' giunto a destinazione. 

La nostra opera d'assistenza alle vittime politiche ha bene- 
ficato anche un gruppo di esuli italiani giunti nel Messico, ed ha 
perfino raggiunto qualche operaio italiano detenuto nei campi 
di concentramento dell' Africa Settentrionale. 

Nellavvenire, intendiamo continuare quest'opera, a benefi- 
cio di tutti gli esuli italiani costretti a battere le vie del mondo 
per la loro fedelta' alia causa della liberta'. 

A parte l'assistenza di puro carattere finanziario, I'ltalian- 
American Labor Council ha svolto un'intensa opera di difesa 
morale per le vittime politiche italiane. 

Dobbiamo far rilevare, anzitutto, che il nostro Council, ap- 
provo', nella sua seconda seduia, una risoluzione colla quale 
chiedeva al Presidente Roosevelt ed al Dipartimento di Stato 
di abrogare la disposizione colla quale, subito dopo la guerra, 
veniva sospesa la concessione dei visti consolari agli italiani, e 
di concedere i visti agli esuli anti-fascisti italiani. Questa dis- 
posizione veniva, infatti, abrogata pochi giorni dopo l'approva- 
zione della nostra risoluzione. 
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Drafted by America for Italy's Freedom 
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Governor CHARLES POLETTI 
now Special Assistant to the Secretary of War 



L'ltalian-American Labor Council riusci' ad ottenere, super- 
ando le piu' grandi difficolta', il visto americano per l'On. Giu- 
seppe Modigliani e la sua Signora, ma il visto non pote' essere 
utilizzato* per cause indipendenti dalla nostra volonta'. 

L'ltalian-American Labor Council, quando giunse la notizia 
dell'arresto e della deportazione in Italia dell'esule antifascista 
Giuseppe Faravelli, invio' una vibrata protesta aU'Ambasciatore 
di Vichy a Washington, Gaston Henri-Heye, il quale rispose as- 
sicurando che avrebbe chiesto spiegazioni al suo Governo e che 
ci avrebbe poi informati. Questo non avvenne. In quel tempo, 
I'ltalian-American Labor Council rivolse degli appelli al Presi- 
dente Roosevelt ed al Dipartimento di Stato chiedendo il loro 
intervento per la protezione degli esuli italiani in Francia. Come 
risultato, passi ufficiali vennero fatti a Vichy da parte della rap- 
presentanza diplomatica americana. 



PER IL MOVIMENTO SEGRETO 
DI LIBERAZIONE DELL'ITALIA 

L'ltalian-American Labor Council ha stabilito contatti col 
moimento anti-fascista che segretamente opera nell'interno ed 
alle porte d'ltalia affinche' la liberazione dell'Italia sia anche 
1' opera degli italiani stessi. 

In seguito ad un appello pervenutoci direttamente dal val- 
oroso dirigente di questo movimento, I'ltalian-American Labor 
Council ha deciso di raccogliere un fondo speciale. In una prima 
riunione, e' stata raccolta la somma di $10,500 cui contribuirono 
l'lnternational Ladies' Garment Workers' Union con $4,000, l'A- 
malgamated Clothing Workers, con $3,000; il Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee, con $3,000 e l'lnternational Cap and Millinery Workers' 
Union con $500.00 

Vi e' la possibilita' di raccogliere diverse altre diecine di 
migliaia di dollari sotio il patronato dell' American Federation of 
Labor e sotto il patronato del Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions. 

Contatti sono stati stabiliti con le istanze competenti per la 
trasmissione dei fondi. 
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LA PUBLICITY 

Tutte le ad unanze plenarie e tutte le manifestazioni dell'Ital- 
ian-American Labor Council, senza nessuna eccezione, hanno 
avuto una lar^ct eco sulla grande stampa di New York e delle 
altre citta' am# icane • 

L'ATTIVITA' ALLA RADIO 

La "Voce della Locale 89" e' stata naturalmente il program- 
ma radiofonic^ cne si e ' occupato con maggiore larghezza del- 
1 - attivita - svo ita dall' Italian- American Labor Council. 

Questa attivita' ha sem P re avuto, specialmente nelle grandi 
iniziative, una lar 9 a eco alla radio ' non sol ° nelle stazioni italiane 
delle principal 1 citta' d' America (a New York meritano speciale 
menzione la #EVD, la WOV, la WHOM e la WBNX) ma anche 
nei "net worW nazionali (National, Columbia e Mutual Systems). 
Una menzion^ tutta speciale merita la Signora Natalia Danesi, 
dirigente dei programmi italiani ad onde corte della Divisione In- 
temazionale ^ ella National Broadcasting Company, che non e' 
mancata mai a lle nostre iniziative, facendone sempre estesi re- 
soconti in dii ezione dell'Italia, specialmente nei periodi in cui 
poca o ness\> n cooperazione ci veniva data dai servizi radio- 
fonici del goVerno. 

Negli ultJ mi mesi, coll'aiuto e 1' appro vazione delle due Cen- 
trali, America™ Federation of Labor e Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganizations, \) n programma settimanale dell' Italian- American La- 
bor Council, col nostro Presidente Luigi Antonini come oratore, 
viene trasme^ so regolarmente in Italia dalle stazioni radiofoniche 
ad onde corte gestite dall'Office of War Information. 

L'ATTIVITA' ORGANIZZATIVA 

Se e' ver° che nei primo anno 1' attivita' dell' Italian- American 
Labor Cound 1 ha avuto P er centro < ^ uasi sempre, la zona metro- 
politana di ^ ew York - dove conta ' con le Unioni amliate - P iu '.' di 
300 000 ader^nti, non e' men vero che le conseguenze benefiche 
di questa att^ita' sono andate a favore degli italo-americani di 
tutte le citta' de< 3 li Stati Uniti ' dell ' America Latina e dell ' intero 
popolo italic 110 - 
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Tuttavia una sezione dell'Italian-American Labor Council e' 
di fatto costituita nella citta' di Philadelphia, e richieste per la 
formazione d'altre sezioni ci sono giunte da localita' vicine come 
Newark, N. J. e da localita' lontane come San Francisco. 

E' nostro fermo proposito di dedicarci, nei secondo anno di 
vita dell'Italian-American Labor Council, alla costituzione di se- 
zioni in tutti i centri industrial! degli Stati Uniti e del Canada 
dove esistono forti gruppi o masse di lavoratori organizzati italo- 
americani. 

L'esperienza del primo anno ha dimostrato che la sola forza 
viva e rappresentativa della comunita' italo-americana e costi- 
tuita dall'Italian-American Labor Council, e sarebbe poco con- 
sigliabile far perdere a questa nostra organizzazione la sua hsi- 
onomia, unendola, o peggio, confondendola, con altre orgamzza- 
zioni piu' o meno fuori della realta' italo-americana, piu o meno 
caduche o piu' o meno settarie. 

Tuttavia siamo sensibili alia necessita' di utilizzare il piu' 
che sia possibile i vecchi sodalizii della comunita' italo-amen- 
cana; siamo disposti a non attacare o contrariare colore che 
hanno rotto ogni vincolo personale e politico col fascismo e che 
ora sinceramente vogliono contribuire alia vittoria d' America ed 
alla liberazione dell'Italia. 



RINGRAZIAMENTI 

Questa relazione non sarebbe completa se non contenesse 
una parola di ringraziamento per le organizzazioni e le persone 
che ci furono di sostegno, di consiglio ed assistenza m quest an- 
no di vita dell'Italian-American Labor Council. 

Meritano, non una, ma infinite parole di gratitudine il Sin- 
daco On. Fiorello La Guardia, la cui influenza fu preziosa nelle 
nostre trattative coi dirigenti e gli artisti della Metropolitan Opera 
House; il direttore di questo tecrtro, Edward Johnson, che ci fu 
di inestimabile ausilio, tanto nella nostra manifestazione de 
Madison Square Garden che in quella del Columbus Day; il 
tenore Giovanni Martmelli, i maestri Winfred Pellettier e Pietro 
Cimarra; Jack Rosenberg, Presidente della Locale 802 dell Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. 
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II nostro plauso va all'International Ladies' Garment Work- 
ers' Union ed al suo Presidente, David Dubinsky; all'Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers of America ed al suo Presidente Sidney 
Hillman; al Jewish Labor Committee ed ai suoi rappresentanti 
Adoph Held e I. M. Minkoff; alia Millinery and Cap Workers' 
Union ed al suo Segretario Alex Rose; all'International Fur Work- 
ers' Union ed al suo Segretario Pietro Lucchi, all'amico Morris 
Novick, Direttore della WNYC il quale col nulla-osta del nostro 
Sindaco ci e' stato di prezioso aiuto nella preparazione delle 
nostre principali manifestazioni, all'avvocato Ernesto Cuneo che 
ci e' stato di immenso aiuto nello stabilire i contatti coi vari uf- 
fici di Washington; ed un voto di plauso certamente lo merita 
i'ltalian Dressmakers' Union, Local 89, che ha messo a disposi- 
zione dell'Italian-American Labor Council tutti i suoi servizi tec- 
nici, di stampa e d'ufficio, colla cooperazione del suo personale 
principalmente di Vanni B. Montana, direttore dell'Ufficio Stampa, 
della contabile Mrs. Alma Di Nola, delle stenografe Miss Jennie 
Di Fiore, Miss Florence Abbate e Mrs. Emma Lucchi. 

L'ATTIVITA' POLITICA 

Dato il suo carattere di organizzazione operaia americana, 
1'Italian-American Labor Council verrebbe meno ad una sua im- 
portante funzione se si astenesse dalla vita politico americana. 

In questo campo, 1'Italian-American Labor Council non e' 
stato inattivo, come lo prova l'appoggio dato all'American La- 
bor Party, nella sua ultima campagna elettorale, e come lo prova 
anche una risoluzione cpprovata contro le mene verificatesi nel 
Congresso degli Stati Uniti ai danni della legislazione operaia. 

Nel prossimo anno, dato il cresciuto numero di reazionari nel 
Congresso, altri e piu' pericolosi attacchi saranno di certo sfer- 
rati contro il movimento operaio e 1'Italian-American Labor Coun- 
cil intende partecipare, con tutte le sue forze, alia resisienza 
che sara' opposta dal movimento operaio americano. 

Nello Stato di New York 1'Italian-American Labor Council 
intende continuare a dare ogni appoggio all'American Labor 
Party, e per quanto riguarda gli altri Stati- dove non esiste an- 
cora un partito indipendente del lavoro, la direttiva che viene 
data agli operai organizzati italo-americani e' di favorire sem- 
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pre i candidati del New Deal e di avversare gli oppositori della 
politico del Presidente Roosevelt. 

PER LA VITTORIA D' AMERICA 

La Commissione Esecutiva propone che 1'Italian-American 
Labor Council prepari ed organizzi, durante il secondo anno del- 
la sua esistenza, non solo a New York, ma anche nei principali 
centri dell'emigrazione italiana grandi dimostrazioni di massa, 
alio scopo di sviluppare maggiormente fra gli emigrati italiani 
ed i loro figli, .il culto degli ideali democratici, 1'avversione al 
fascismo, e la volonta' di continuare ed intensificare in tutti i 
campi gli sforzi per la vittoria d' America. 

II nostro proposito e' che gli ultimi quintocolonnisti che an- 
cora operano tortuosamente nella comunita' italo-americana, 
debbono essere definitivamente debellati. Nel contempo, 1'Ital- 
ian-American Labor Council intende continuare la sua funzione 
di vigile custode e protettore degli italo-americani e dei resi- 
dent! italiani di indubbia lealta'. 

L'ltalian- American Labor Council (i cui aderenti, coi loro 
risparmi e con parte del loro salario, e le Unioni ad esso affiliate, 
con i loro investimenti regolari e straordinari, hanno acquistato 
diecine di milioni di dollari di "war bonds") intende organizzare, 
nel veniente anno, campagne speciali per un piu' largo acquisto 
di "war bonds" - ed anche campagne speciali per i servizi ausil- 
iari della guerra, come la Croce Rossa, 1'U. S. O., ed altre 
agenzie del genere. 

Siccome tutto fa ritenere e sperare che per il prossimo anno 
la storia prepara avvenimenti decisivi per l'ltalia, 1'Italian-Ameri- 
can Labor Council intende essere all'altezza del. suo compito - 
sempre con la mira una ed indivisibile di contribute alia vittoria 
d' America ed alia liberazione del popolo italiano da ogni forma 
di schiavitu' domestica o straniera. 

L'ltalian-American Labor Council intende nel contempo far 
giungere, con tutti i mezzi, la voce delle masse italo-americane, 
agli oppressi fratelli d'ltalia, e si impegna ad aumentare la sua 
vigilanza, affinche' l'ltalia non sia preda di gruppi di avventu- 
rieri, di formazioni liberticide, o vittima di congiure diplomatiche 
oscurantiste e reazionarie. 
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Noi desiderictmo che l'ltcdia sia tanto libera quanto 1' America 
e faremo sentire sempre la nostra voce affinche', una volta li- 
berates dal regime fascista, il popolo italiano possa forgiare il 
proprio destino, colla propria volonta' sovrana, in armonia con 
le soluzioni europee e mondiali che le democrazie, con la nostra 
America in testa, preparano sulla base delle quattro forme di 
liberta' enunciate dal nostro grande Presidente Franklin D. Roose- 
velt. 

LA COMMISSIONE ESECUTIVA 

Luigi Antonini, Presidente 

Augusto Bellanca, Vice Presidente 

Edward Molisani, Vice Presidente 

John Gelo, Tesoriere 

George Baldanzi 

Anthony Cottone 

Fileno De Novellis 

Umberto Gualtieri 

Pietro Lucchi 

John Tartamella 

Joseph Catalanotti, Segretario 









Vincenzo Bello, Direttore Esecutivo 
Vanni B. Montana, Direttore Uiiicio Stampa 
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He Fought For Liberty 
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IN MEMORIAM 



CARLO TRESCA 



Colpito a tradimento, da un vile sicario ^ vili mandantl( la 
sera di Lunedi, 11 Gennaio 1943, cadeva uc^, nei pre ssi del 
suo ufhao, il nostra compagno Carlo Tresca, membro attivo ed 
influente dell'Italian-American Labor Council 

La nostra organizzazione ha subito den. unziato i moventi 
chiaramente politic! di questo efferraio delitto, considerandolo 
quale sfida lanciata dagli agenti del totalitari smo a tutti coloro 
che hanno a cuore la causa della liberta'; ed ha pubblicamente 
dichiarato che le spiegazioni superficiali date* su \ delitto non ci 
avrebbero per nulla soddisfatto. 

L'ltalian-American Labor Council, colle s He dichiarazioni uf- 
ficiali alia stampa, ha contribuito a porre il de] itto neila sua vera 
luce fin dal primo momento. 

I funerali di Carlo Tresca, organizzati ^ nostro Itcclictn- 
American Labor Council, assieme al gruppo "I] Martello", Sabato 
16 Gennaio, 1943, riuscirono di una imponenz^ se nza precedenti 
negli annali della nostra comunita', e died^ ro l UO go ad una 
grande manifestazione politico di protesta c^ n t ro i sistemi ter- 
s roristici del totalitarismo. 

Colla scomparsa di Carlo Tresca, l'antifa^ c i smo m ilitante e' 
stato privato di uno dei suoi primi e piu' attivi dirigenti, e gli 
amanti della liberta' e gli oppositori tutti d'og n i f orma di dispo- 
tismo politico sono stati privati di un portavoo e coraggiosissimo. 
Questa scomparsa costituisce pure una perdita gravissima per 
il nostro Italian-American Labor Council, inqu. an t Carlo Tresca 
merita di esser posto, in virtu' dell'influenz^ esercitata fra i 
pionieri ed i primi fondatori di questo orgasm,-, un it a rio del 
movimento operaio italo-americano. 

La memoria di Carlo Tresca restera' per sempre nel cuore 
di tutti noi. 
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DELEGATES TO THE ITALIAN- AMERICAN LABOR COUNCIL 



COUNCIL MEMBERS 
L. Rondine, Italian Actors' Union 
J. Rosato, United Electrical, Radio & Machine 

Wkrs. of Amer., Loc. 1225 
R. Rotolo, Barbers & Bakery Union Loe. 11 
S. Ruggei'i, Barbers' Union, Loc. 11 
0. Russo, Loc. 91 I. L. G. W. U. 
P. Rutighuio, Loc. 89 I. It. G. W. U. 
J. Sala, A. C. W. A. 
J. Salerno, Loc. 89 I. L. G. W. U. 
A. Salimbene, Excavators & Building Laborers 
D. S'anfilippo, Loc. 148 I. L. G. W. U. 
S. Sangiorgio, Loc. 10 I. L. G. W. U. 
P. Scalise, Rabbit & Lamb Wkrs. Union, Loc. 85 
J. Scliiro, Loc. 248 A. C. W. A. 
P. Seiuto, Loc. 89 I. L. G. W. U. 
A. Scoppo, Millinery Wkrs. Union 
A. Sergi, Loc. 48 I. L. G. W. U. 
J. Serio, United Radio Wkrs. Union 
G. Simonetti, Loc. 89 I. L. G. W. U. 
T. Siracusa, Loc, 89 I. L. G. W. U. 
M. Squicciarini, Loc. 89 I. L. G. W. U. 
A. Sperandeo, Loc. 248 A. C. W. A. 
A. Stnngo, Loc. 24 A. 0, W. A. 
D. Tagliarini, Loc. 89 I. L. G. W. U. 
T. Tandiorio, Lamb & Rabbit Wkrs. Union, 

Loc. 85 
Y. Temerario, Loc. 89 I. L. G. W. U. 
J. Valicenti, Loc. 30 I. L. G. W. U. 
A. Velardi, Loc. 143 I. L. G. W. U. 
R. Velardi, Loc. 48 .1. L. G. W. U. 
N Ventura, Upholsterers Union, Loc. 76 
L. Vetri, Loc. 89 I. L. G. W. U. 
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DECEMBER 31st, 1942 
FINANCIAL REPORT 



ITALIAN-AMERICAN LABOR COUNCIL 

202 WEST 40th STREET — ROOM 703 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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January 21, 1943 



The books of account of the Italian-American Labor Council 
have been audited by me, covering activities from its inception, 
Dec. 21, 1941 to Dec. 31, 1942. 

Original documents, check vouchers, petty cash vouchers, 
cash receipt books, bank statements and other records necessary 
for a complete audit have been examined. 

In my opinion, the following statements reflect the true finan- 
cial condition and operations of the Italian-American Labor 
Council. 

(Signed) SALVATORE BONANNO, Auditor 
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SCHEDULE OF STATEMENTS 

EXHIBIT A STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES 6c SURPLUS 

EXHIBIT B STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSE- 
MENTS 

SCHEDULE Bl CASH RECEIPTS 
DUES 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
TICKETS: FREEDOM RALLY 

COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION 

SCHEDULE B2 FREEDOM RALLY REPORT 

SCHEDULE B3 COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION REPORT 

SCHEDULE B4 BERLE DINNER 

SCHEDULE B5 WAR SAVINGS BOND PURCHASED 

THROUGH ITALIAN-AMERICAN LABOR 
COUNCIL 

SCHEDULE B6 GENERAL EXPENSE 
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EXHIBIT A 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND SURPLUS 
DECEMBER 31, 1942 



ASSETS 



Cash-Amalgamated Bank of N. Y. 
General Fund 

Italy Freedom Movement Fund 
Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment 
Deposit: N. Y. Telephone Company 
Owners & Tenants El. Co. 
TOTAL ASSETS^ 



$7,202.18 
7,500.00 

25.00 
10.00 



$14,702.18 
433.74 

35.00 



$15,170.92 



LIABILITIES AND SURPLUS 



Surplus 



TOTAL SURPLUS 



$15,170.92 
$15,170.92 
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EXHIBIT B 






STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


Dec. 20, 1941 to Dec. 31, 


1942 




CASH RECEIPTS 






Dues (Exhibit Bl) 




$3,460.00 


Contributions (Exhibit Bl) 






Freedom Rally 


$9,437.50 




General 


8,330.16 


17,767.66 


Italy Freedom Movement 






(Exhibit Bl) 




7,500.00 


Tickets Sold: Freedom Rally 


25,206.13 




Columbus Day Celebration 


14,301.53 


39,507.66 


War Savings Bonds Sold through 






Labor Council 




48,285.00 


TOTAL RECEIPTS 




$116,520.32 


CASH DISBURSEMENTS 






Freedom Rally (Schedule B2) 




30,618.86 


Columbus Day Celebration 






(Schedule B3) 




13,330.11 


War Savings Bonds (Schedule B5) 




48,285.00 


Dinner 






Herbert Mathews 


451.00 




Adolph Berle (Schedule B4) 


1,793.66 


2,244.66 


Political Refugees 




1,050.00 


Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment 




433.74 


Deposit: N. Y. Telephone Company 


25.09 




Deposit: Owners & Tenants Elec. 






Company 


10.00 


35.00 


Pay Rolls 


3,191.00 




Rent & Light 


872.96 




Printing, Stationery & Supplies 


202.39 




Telephone & Telegrams 


183.60 




Carfares 


95.88 




Postage 


45.13 




Social Security Tax 


35.66 




Subscriptions: Periodicals 


4.00 




Travelling <& Entertainment 


50.00 




Investigation Expenses 


37.30 




Committee Expenses 


82.75 




General Expenses (Exhibit B6) 


1,020.10 


5,820.77 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 


, 


101,818.14 


Cash in Bank: The Amalgamated 






Bank of New York 




14,702.18 
$116,520.32 
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72. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE I. A. L. COUNCIL 

SCHEDULE B2 

FREEDOM RALLY - MADISON SQUARE GARDEN - Jan. 31, 1942 
SCHEDULE OF INCOME AND DISBURSEMENTS 

RECEIPTS 

Contributions (Schedule Bl) 
Tickets (Schedule Bl) 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Rent: Madison Square Garden 

Orchestra: Local 802 

Music Library 

Gift: Maestro Cimarra 

Piano Rental 

M. S. G.: Special Force Service 

Operating Dept. Service 

Electrical Dept. Service 

Pub. Liab. Insurance 
Ent. Exp. - S. Syrgola - 

Italia Speaks 

I. L. G. W. U. Chorus 

Luncheon Exp. 
Photographs 
Stationery & Printing 
Signs 

Decorations 

Radio Broadcast & Lines 
Telegrams 

Committe & Gen. Exp. 
Tax: Colelctor of Int. Revenue 
Donation: American Red Cross 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 

INCOME OVER 
DISBURSEMENTS 






$9,437.50 

25,206.13 $34,643.63 


$3,500.00 

1,291.00 

55.55 

47.00 

15.00 


4,908.55 


532.75 

163.01 

189.06 

75.00 


959.82 


225.91 
68.50 
69.51 


363.92 


95.95 
868.74 
264.00 
151.50 

72.30 


1,452.49 


101.60 
512.80 


614.40 




2,319.68 
20,000.00 




30-618,83 30,618.86 




4.024.77 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE I. A. L. COUNCIL 



SCHEDULE B3 

COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION - OCT. 12, 1942 
METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE 

SCHEDULE OF INCOME AND DISBURSEMENTS 

RECEIPTS - SCHEDULE Bl $14,301.53 



DISBURSEMENTS 

Rent: Metropolitan Opera House 

Orchestra 

Music Supplies & Orchestration 

Artists, Prop. & Sound Men 
Electric Service 5c Recording 
Decorations, Scenery, Costumes 

Gifts: For Script 

Desk Set: J. O'Brien 

Tips 
Salary Joseph Lewis 

Signs 

Photographs 

Flowers 

Stationery & Printing 

Tel. 5 Tel: Europe - S. America 

Postage: Local & Foreign 

Miscellaneous 

Committee Exp. - Luncheon for 
Artists 

Washington Trip: Enemy Alien 
Investigation 

War Savings Bonds for Sub- 
scribers 

Taxes Paid: Collector of Int. 
Revenue 

Donation: U. S. O. 

Donation: Unit. Theatrical War 
Activities 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 
INCOME OVER 
DISBURSEMENTS 



$1,416.00 
95.85 


$1,000,00 
1,511.85 


416.75 
211.56 
183.58 


811.89 


200.00 
53.55 
23.00 
25.00 


301.55 


135.00 
75.75 
35.20 


245.95 


176.57 

[ 75.00 

75.00 

147.93 


474.50 


75.00 




250.00 


325.00 




2,591.00 


4,000.00 


1,018.37 


1,050.00 


5,050.00 
13,330.11 13,330.11 




971.42 
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SCHEDULE B4 

' DINNER TO ADOLPH BERLE 
HOTEL COMMODORE — NOV. 14, 1942 



Cost of Dinner 

300 Plates @ $3.75 
Beverages & Sales Tax 
Tips 


$1,125.00 
270.47 
232.50 


$1,627.97 


Committee Expenses 
General Expenses 

Telegrams 


$ 25.00 

10.00 

130.69 


165.69 


TOTAL COST OF DINNER 




$1,793.66 



: 



SCHEDULE B5 

AMOUNT OF BONDS PURCHASED THROUGH 

THE ITALIAN - AMERICAN LABOR COUNCIL 

AT THE COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION. 



At the Columbus Day Celebration held on October 12, 1942 
at the Metropolitan Opera House, $626,000.00 War Bonds were 
pledged, Of this, amount, $48,285.00 were actually paid in checks 
and cash to the Italian-American Labor Council (See Exhibit B). 
The balance, $577,715.00 was received by the Italian- American 
Labor Council in checks issued directly to the Treasury Dept. 
Hence, although the entire transaction was handled through the 
Italian- American Labor Council, this item ($577,715) does not 
appear in the financial records. 
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SCHEDULE B6 

SCHEDULE OF GENERAL EXPENSE 

Luncheon Meeting 

Commemoration Enemy Alien Exp. 

Housewarming Exp. 

Christmas Gifts 

Purchase of 10 Tickets A: L. P. Antomni Dinner 

Contr. War Labor Advisory Board 

Miscellaneous Evp. 



, 



337.00 
75.00 
57.69 
78.96 
50.00 
150.00 
271.45 



$1,020.10 
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